that generate them, but often also impact on the behavior of neighboring cells.
The first four reviews by Hayes and Solon, Kong et al., de la Loza and Thompson, and Ambrosini et al. illustrate how the coordination of multiple intrinsic and extrinsic physical forces can orchestrate the shaping of epithelial tissues during different developmental processes. These reviews highlight the impact of physical forces during animal development and illustrate the diversity of developmental processes in which physical forces are involved.
I would like to thank all contributing authors and the editorial team of Mechanisms of Development for their excellent work.
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